own electrical acupuncture point'. 'Since acupuncture is rarely of benefit in hypertension, there is little benefit in trying it. If I noticed the patient was a strong reactor I would then suggest that they take a fraction of the same medicine as their general practitioner had previously prescribed for them, a dose so small that I did not dare write it on the prescription for fear of the pharmacist's ridicule. Not infrequently this treatment worked'.
Finally, Dr Mann rejects the concept of a double blind clinical trial in assessing the benefit of acupuncture. He writes, in the last sentence of the book, that acupuncture 'probably also requires the synergistic action of the mind and hence a double blind cross over trial has little meaning under these circumstances'. All in all this is a wonderful little book which places into perspective some of the great discoveries of the past hundred years and by its informality will surely appeal to a very wide range of readers. It is particularly to be recommended to those who have already had a little experience of research, its difficulties and its pleasures. Detailed recommendations for the autopsy in a medical malpractice case were new to me. Very much more to my taste was the chapter on the avoidance of such cases by informed consent and I read with interest the patient's Bill of Rights.
ANTHONY P HOPKINS

Physician-in-Charge
The various chapters reflect the width of the medicolegal field and include auto-erotic asphyxia (in which no less than 43 cases are profusely illustrated!), current medicolegal issues in psychiatry, and the relationship between oral contraceptives and carcinoma of the breast. Here is something for everyone put together in a book which is a pleasure to hold and to read. The rapidly expanding field of nuclear medicine in cardiology has made the publication of this book very timely. A great deal of visual material has been assembled to help the general radiologist and others interested in the field with the interpretation and analysis of isotope studies of the heart. A variety of topics are dealt with such as ischaemic heart disease, the various types of cardiomyopathy and a number of congenital heart lesions. In addition to the simple and well annotated illustrations set out in the atlas section of the book, there is a very helpful introduction to the physiological aspects of isotope imaging of the heart and the various techniques involved, The essential part of the text will help those who are not up to date in this particular .method of investigation to understand its basic principles.
The authors of the book are experts in the field and some have been responsible for the early and fundamental work in isotope cardiology. The book is well annotated and the profuse illustrations are of a very high standard. Since it is primarily an atlas it is by no means a complete text on the subject. Nevertheless, it can be very highly recommended as a useful introduction to methodology and technique and should be of great help to all those interested in cardiovascular nuclear medicine and its application.
R E STEINER
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